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VIA PACIS 


certification of human rights in el salvador- 
Reagan Style by Mike Colonnese 


There are continued 
violations of human rights in 
El Salvador, There has been 
no alleviation of abuses. 
Individuals are imprisoned and 
languish as long as two years 
in prison without trial. Others 
are brutally tortured and still 
many others are slaughtered. 
Human rights' violations are 
as common in El Salvador as 
corner street signs in any U.S. 
town. There is a Salvadoran 
visiting with me at the present 
time. He tells of neighbors 
(usually young men) who were 
picked up for questioning and 
whose bodies were later found 
in other parts of the city, 
giving evidence of savage 
torture and eventual death. 

The publication of these 
violations of human rights is 
not the work of the FDR-FLMN 
though they also denounce the 
injustices. Rather it is the 
activity of the Catholic Church 
in El Salvador, of Amnesty 
International and other highly 
respected groups in various 
parts of the world who have 
conducted minute investigations 
before making the charges 
against the Salvadoran govern- 
ment, in particular, the Sal- 
vadoran military forces. 

Interestingly enough, a 
denunciation of Reagan's cer- 
tification has come from a 
source where you would least 
expect it, the General Secretary 
of the Partido de Orientacion 
Popular (an ultrarightest 
minority group in El Salvador), 
Rene Segovia. Segovia is 
hardly known as a bleating 
oppressed poor person, He 
accused Ambassador Deane 
Hinton of "mounting a show" 
every three months concerning 
human rights improvements in 
El Salvador, He said that 
Hinton does this "in order that 
Reagan can confront the U.S. 
Congress with a certification." 


"This situation," Segovia 
said, "is not going to improve 
in any way the situation in 
our country because the U,S. 
Embassy is deceiving its gov- 
ernment as regards the progress 
being made in the area of 
human rights in El Salvador," 

Segovia made a comparison 
between the situation in Poland 
and that in his own country. 
He pointed out that "there 
(in Poland), the government 
freed union leaders who wanted 
to change the situation in 
their country while in El 
Salvador, the regime which is 
called *democratic' maintains 
the union leaders in jail, 
some of whom have been 
imprisoned for two years with- 
out so much as a hearing.” He 
also pointed out that while in 
Poland the state of siege was 
lifted, in El Salvador it has 
been in effect for more than 
two years (30 months). 
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On what basis, then, does 
Mr. Hinton inform the President 
of the United States that 
there are improvements in 
human rights in El Salvador? 

On what basis does Mr, Reagan 
base his certification? It is 
based on misinformation (delib- 
erately presented) and on 
deceits and lies. It is shame- 
ful for the United States of 
America to formulate its foreign 
policy on the basis of lies, 
Isn't that what Mr, Reagan 
accuses and condemns the Soviet 
Union for doing? 

If Americans do not 
reject this formulation; if 
Americans do not insist on 
more integrity from their gov- 
ernment; if we do not insist 
on the truth from government 
officials whose lies are 
costing the lives of thousands 
o£ innocent men, women and 
children, then let us fold up 
Old Glory and all she stands 
for and pack her away in moth- 
balls, For millions of people 
living in poverty because of 
oppression; for millions of 
people living under the yoke 
of cruel dictatorships, Old 


Glory in no way symbolizes 
freedom and liberty. Rather, 
it symbolizes a country which 
supports dictatorial govern- 
ments, which proffers arms to 
cruel armies bent on repressing 
the rights of the citizens of 
those countries and which aids 
and abets the maintenance of 
unjust structures which leave 
the greater portion of the 
populations of third world 
countries living in abject 
poverty and misery. 

Mr. Reagan*s certification 
cannot be certified with truth. 
It is a lie, Americans must 
reject the lie and insist on 
the truth, It is still an 
American's right to expect the 
truth from government officials 
who were "democratically" 
elected by the people as their 
representatives....not as the 
representatives of anv special 
class in America, but as 
representatives of the common 
good. + 
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Discussion APPEAL 


Greetings, Friends! 


Cult and culture are the ~ As of this writing, every bed and couch space in 
first two points in Peter Maurin's our house is being used by a guest. More folks call 
program for the Catholic Worker daily requesting space. With these increased numbers 
Movement. Therefore, Mass is of people come increased needs. 
celebrated every Friday night We need. blankets, boots, coats and all types of 
at 8:00 PM (unless otherwise winter clothes. We need money to pay the bills. One 
noted) at Lazarus House, 1317-8th. month's heat bill for Lazarus house was $340, We need 

We will be resuming our all kinds of food, especially dried beans and lentils, 
schedule of round-table discus- fruit juices, peanut butter, eggs, meat, milk, oil, 
sions for clarification of and tomato sauce. Lastly, we must reveal to you that 
thought on alternate Fridays our mop has enigmatically vanished (there is much 
immediately after Mass. speculation about black holes in space) and we have 
PLEASE NOTE: Mass is every been improvising ever since. Thanks to all of you who 


Friday; the discussions are have helped us keep going. We ARE making it. + 
every other Friday, according 
to the schedule below. 

All are welcome to join 
us around the Lord's table and 
for clarification of thought. 
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Feb, 18-Mass, Discussion 


Feb, 25-Mass, No Discussion 


Mar, 4-Mass, Discussion GODS OF METAL = A NEW FILM BY MARYKNOLL ABOUT THE ARMS RACE 


Mar. 11-Mass, No Discussion A 27-minute documentary about the nuclear arms race and 
people of faith who are trying to stop it, The arms 
Mar, 18-Mass, Discussion race is analyzed from a Christian perspective, showing 


the economic and social effects on people in the United 
States and the Third World, especially the poor. The 
film shows what individuals and groups are doing to halt 
the arms build-up and gives practical suggestions on 
what each of us can do to help create a world of peace 
and understanding. 


GODS OF METAL is an excellent resource for peace 
education among church groups, high school and 
college students, RENTAL: $25 (Order 5 weeks in 
advance). PURCHASE: $325. WRITE: MARYKNOLL FILMS, 
MARYKNOLL, N.Y. 10545, 


tt te+ 


Peace Links is sponsoring a presentation by 
Simone Wilkinson and Susan Lamb of the Greenham 
Common Peace Tour, on Feb, 21, at 7:30pm, in the 
Fellowship Hall of the First Christian Church, 
25th & University. The women were part of a non- 
violent protest of the Cruise Missle in England, 
for which they served 14 days in jail, 
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by the Des Moines Catholic Vorker Com- 


munity, Box 4551, Des Moines, Towa 50306 BEHIND MY 
telephone (515)243-0765. Subscriptions NON-COOPERA TION 
are free upon request. THERE IS ALWAYS 
THE KEENEST DESIRE 

The Des Moines TO COOPERATE 
Catholic Worker ON THE SLIGHTEST 
Community PRETEXT 

5 . + Library & EVEN WITH THE 
Monsignor Ligutti L AY mice 


‘Peace and Justice Center 


1301 8th, Des Moines, Ia. OF OPPONENTS, 


Lazarus House ‘ TO ME, 

1317 8th, Des Moines, la. A VERY IMPERFECT 
; MORTAL, 

f EVER IN NEED 

Community: Es Aesfyza, Sharron OF GOD'S GRACE, 

Clemons, Frank Cordaro (in Absentia), NO ONE 

Jim Harrington, Dottie Lynch, IS BEYOND ee 
Patti McKee, Norman Searah, 

% , REDEMPTION, 
Mike Sprong, David Stein. Mahatma Gandhi 
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LIBRARY 


AND PEACE 
AND JUSTICE 


CENTER _ 
1301-8th St. 


by Janette Funaro 


When Lazarus House opened 
last July, the center of 
activity of the Worker com- 
munity shifted from the corner 
of Indiana Avenue and 8th St. 
down the street to the new 
house. At that time, Ligutti 
house ceased to function as 
a hospitality house, however, 
the library on the first floor 
of Ligutti house did not cease 
to function. This seems to be 
the opinion of most would-be 
users of the library. Or, 
perhaps they have forgotten 
that the library exists. In 
either case, if its materials 
were ever used as much as they 
should have been, their use 
has certainly reached a new low 
since the move took place. 

The Ligutti Library, filled as 
it is with books, magazines 

and newsletters, is a good 
center for research about peace 
and justice issues and is open 
for all who wish to use -it. 
Everyone is encouraged to do so. 

The Worker community has 
attempted to make the Ligutti 
Library and Peace and Justice 
Center a place more conducive 
to reading, researching, and 
studying. Several of us 
rearranged most of the furniture 
and put up new shelves. The 
place even has a new, more 
accurate sign, courtesy of 
David. Now all the library 
needs are people who will make 
use of its books and periodicals. 
The books-which cover such 
topics as Religion, Nonviolence, 
Political Thought and Prisons- 
are all reserved, Some of the 
periodicals can be taken home 
as we receive several copies 
of them at a time. 

The library will gladly 
accept donations of books 
about appropriate issues. If 
people wish to use the Library 
and Peace and Justice Center 
for meetings or discussions 
on peace and justice issues, 
they are welcome to do so 
provided they call a community 
member in advance to reserve 
the center. 
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by Dottie Lynch 


On December 14, 1982, 
nine women and men were 
sentenced before Magistrate 
Richard Peck in Omaha. Three 
of the defendents, Sr. Joyce 
Horbach, Janette Funaro and 
Richard Cleaver, were given 
suspended sentences of two 
months and placed on one year’s 
probation, Father John 
Zeitler and Tom Cordaro were 
given 15 days to serve in jail. 
Father Darrell Rupiper, of 
Omaha, was sentenced to 30 
days imprisonment. Jim 
Dubert and Barb Katt were 
each sentenced to two months. 
John LaForge received a 
sentence of three months. 
Father Carl Kabot was not 
present at the sentencing, 
but he later turned himself 
in to the authorities and 
on January 24, 1983, was given 
a six-month sentence by Judge 
Peck. sf \ 

Fr. Kabot is currently in 
the Douglas County Correctional 
Center in Omaha. He expects to 
be transferred to Leavenworth 
in the near future, dim Dubert 
is serving his time in the 
Polk County Jail. He began 
to serve his sentence on 
January 3, 1983, Barb is in 
Fort Worth, Texas, serving 
her time at Women’s General. 
John LaForge reportedly is 
being held in a lock-up 
situation in the hospital 
behind the wall at 
Leavenworth for refusing to 
take an intake x-ray. All of 
the other defendents who had 
time to serve are out and back 
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LENT 


by Sharron Clemons 


Every year there are 
literally thousands of articles, 
reflections, and commentaries 
published regarding Lent. Our 
community has annually contrib- 
uted to the plethora via the 
wia pacis. This year will be 
no exception, 

I am a convert to Catholi- 
cism. With only two previous 
experiences with the season, 
and none of those within the 
context of a Catholic Worker 
environment, I hardly feel 
qualified to comment, reflect, 
or expound upon Lent froma 
Catholic Worker perspective. 
So I will attempt to comment 
on the Catholic Worker in 
general, as it might relate to 
Lent. 

In many respects, living 
here is a lot like having Lent 
year ‘round, I don’t mean to 
imply that we are sacrificing 
ourselves for the poor, or are 
deprived by being here, Rather, 
Lent is the liturgical season 
of penance, reconciliation and 
renewal in all types of human 
relationships. Such is also 
the foundation of the Catholic 
Worker movement, 

In community life, these 
are essential. If we each are 
not attentive in this regard, 
none of us could maintain our 
relationships with the many 
diverse folks with whom we 
live. ; 

In our rekationships with 
the world at large, these are 
vital to our efforts to address 
and mend injustites, to change 
that which causes or contrib- 
utes to them and instill a 
sense of hope and confidence 
in the future. 

Spiritually, this is an 
important dimension in our 
lives as well, If it were not, 
.we wouldn't be able to keep 
pace with the dynamic and 
diverse levels of events and 
activities of the house, 


Although we are consciously 
involved in penance, reconcili- 
ation and renewal on many levels, 
year ‘round, does not mean we 
will not be making a special 
effort during Lent. We will, 

We have no time to spare in 
calling ourselves and others to 
repent of war, hatred, greed, 
and other injustices in our 

own lives and the lives of 
everyone, 


_ Rita Corbin 
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Hospitality 


by Jim Harrington 


The Lazarus Catholic 
Worker House opened on July 19, 
1982. During the remaining five 
and one-half months of the year, 
392 people were provided with 
hospitality ranging from over- 
night to two weeks. 

From January through June 
8, 1982, hospitality was 
provided at 713 Indiana Ave. 
and 235 guests were served. 
Overall 627 people shared our 
home with us in 1982. The 
average length of stay was 
approximately one week. 

To facilitate moving from 
713 Indiana Ave, to Lazarus 
House, we were closed to guests 
for five weeks during the 
summer; otherwise these numbers 
would be greater. At the rate 
people are coming to us for 
shelter in the early weeks of 
1983, it appears we will have 
over 800 guests this year. 

But so much for numbers. 
The question is often asked, 
‘Who are the people who come 
to the Catholic Worker House?" 
In general they are people much 
like the rest of us except for 
one hard fact. For various 
reasons they have been uprooted 
from their homes, They are 
families with children, they 
are couples, or they are single 
women, There are several 
missions in the area which 
provide for single men, 
Emergency resources for families 
are very scarce so we do not 
usually take single men. 


Every family or individual 
is unique just as people who 
live in their own homes, So 
while there is no typical 
example, the following story 
of one family's struggle 
illustrates what thousands of 
families are having to endure. 

Mr, and Mrs, "X" and their 
five-month old daughter 
arrived at Lazarus House 
Christmas Eve. Several weeks 
earlier they moved to Des 
Moines from a southern state 
hoping to find work, Like so 
many others they had all their 
possessions packed in their 
car, They stayed with 
relatives temporarily, but 
their relatives too were short 
on food and money. Mr. and 
Mrs. "X" felt they were a 
burden to their relatives so 
decided to make other arrange- 
ments. They called the police 
for information and were 
referred to us. 

Other guests and staff 
alike welcomed the family, 
and Norman (who is kind of a 
perpetual Santa Claus to people 
who are hurting) rounded up 
Christmas gifts for them. The 
parents said later, "It wasn't 
the kind of first Christmas we 
wanted for our daughter but it 
was great compared to going 
back to living out of our car." 
They had done this previously. 


page 4 


Parenthetically we had a 
terrific turkey dinner for 
Christmas, prepared mainly by 
Patti. Twenty-six of us, 
including some neighbors, 
gathered to celebrate. 

Mr, and Mrs. "X" discussed 
their situation with the staff. 
Mr. “X" had been employed since 
he was sixteen. He worked for 
over ten years as a mechanic 
at a large trucking firm, until 
the firm went bankrupt several 
years ago. He then worked for 
six months in a factory but 
was laid-off due to cut backs. 
Following that he worked 
briefly in several lesser jobs 
but could find nothing steady. 
He drew unemployment compen- 
sation until that was exhausted. 
He couldn't make his house pay- 
ments and his home was 


repossessed, He and his wife, 
who was then pregnant, sold 
their furniture for very little 
money, stored their clothing in 
one car and began living.and 
sleeping in a second car while 
he continued looking for work. 
Last July he traded one 
car for a fold-down camper 
and they set up housekeeping 
along a river near their 
home town. There were a 
number of other homeless 
people who were also living 
there in tents. Their baby 
was born in August. They 
applied for public assistance 
but their state had no A,.F.D.C./ 
unemployed father program, 


_The only way his wife and 


child could receive assistance 
would be for him to leave 
them. They were able to 
receive food stamps. They had 
no income except for an 
occasional day labor job. 

When the weather turned 
too cold for them to remain 
living on the river bank, they 
decided to come to Des Moines 
where their relatives said Mr. 
"x" might have a better chance 
of getting some kind of work, 
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During the time the "X" 
family was at Lazarus House - 
their fears about where they 
would sleep and where they 
would get their next meal 
were somewhat eased, They 
developed at least a beginning 
plan to take care of their 
survival needs, They applied 
for A.F.D.C./unemployed father 
and will likely receive a 
check of approximately $300/ 
month beginning in February. 
This will enable them to pay 
rent on a small apartment they 
have: found and have enough 
left over for gas money for 
Mr. "X'" to continue looking 
for work, They are also 
receiving food stamps. The 
Polk County Work/Relief program 
provided a rent voucher for 
their first month's rent, which 
Mr. "X" has repaid by working 
at the courthouse for 62 1/2 
hours at minimum wage. He 
would like to continue working 
there but he is only permitted 


to work until the amount of 
the rent voucher is paid back. 


So, while the family has 
only a very meager beginning 
toward reestablishing a home. ° 
They are encouraged and expect 
that Mr. "X's'’ efforts at job 
finding will soon bear fruit. 
They hope they can again have 
an income that will enable 
them to have some greater 
purpose in their lives than 
just struggling to exist. 


DIRECT 
ACTION 


by David Stein 


The pasSage of guests 
through Lazarus House has a 
mysterious rhythm, Today 
every bed and couch will be 
spoken for, housecleaning 
made impossible by the 
children tumbling through 
every room, and no chance 
of remembering half the 
people's names; much less 
their unique problems and 
needs. 

Then tomorrow everyone 
will somehow get things 
together and move on, God 
only knows where; and an 
eerie stillness will engulf 
the house. These respites 
have been known to last up 
to two days. Then, God 
releases his/her poor from 
whatever limbo s/he had been 
keeping them and they descend 
on us all at once. I have 
seen three sizable families 
arrive within a couple of hours, 

Luckily, there was room 
for them. There usually is. 
The rhythm of Lazarus is such 
that we seldom have to turn a 
family away, Still, there 
have been those occasions, and 
if unemployment continues to 
rise, there will be more, And 
even when we do take in a 
person or family, their stay 
with us is necessarily tempor- 


ary. They generally mové-en to 
a situation no less shaky and 
uncertain than that from which 
they came to us, for long-term 
hospitality is almost non- 
existant. 

In response to these needs, 
we can pressure government to 
allocaté more resources to 
social welfare programs or we 
can organize and raise funds 
for the establishment of more 
Catholic Worker-style commun- 
ities. These approaches are 
valid and worthwhile; let all 
those called to them be tire- 
less in their efforts. There 
is, however, another way, 
simpler yet more demanding, 
something Peter Maurin would 
describe as “so old that it 
looks like new." Dorothy Day 
wrote in 1942: 

"No one asked us to do 
this work, The mayor of the 
city did not come along and 
ask us to run a bread line or 
a hospice to supplement the 
municipal lodging house. Nor 
did the Bishop or Cardinal ask 
that we help out the Catholic 
Charities in their endeavor to 
help the poor. No one asked 
us to start an agency or an 
institution of any kind... 
Our houses grew up around us. 
Our bread lines came about by 
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accident, our round-table 
discussions are unplanned, 
spontaneous affairs. The 
smaller the house, the smaller 
the group, the better. If we 


could get it down to...families, 


we would be content, Ever to 
become smaller, that is the 
aim." 

That is the aim! To make 
the giving of hospitality a 
spontaneous, personal, decen- 
tralized thing, the common 
responsibility of everyone. We 
now appeal to everyone with 
room in their houses and their 
hearts, in their churches, 
temples and studies, to open 
them on whatever basis they 
feel comfortable with, to what- 
ever extent they can afford, to 
whomever they feel is needy 
enough, We of the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker will provide 
what advice, guidance and sup- 


port we can, God be with you 
in this great adventure. + 


by Mike Sprong pat 


Believe it or not, even 
as I write, the Des Moines GW 
Community is the same as it 
was the last issue of via pacis. 
The almost always fluid com- 
munity here has been solid for 
nearly three months. My con- 
clusion is that the cold winter 
has been responsible for folks 
staying here, 

One other aspect of our 
community has not changed 
either. Guests are coming and 
going at a rate breaking any 
existing Des Moines CW winter 
record. As far as I'm concerned, 
a constant barrage of guests 
means more dedication and, 
unfortunately, more burn-out, 
More guests also means that 
Christ is constantly with us, 
That very belief, that each 
guest is a messenger of God, 
is what prevents me from 
burning-out completely. 

Guests are the most impor- 
tant members of our community. 
As simple as that point seems 
to be, it’s often forgotten, 
I've been at the DMC for one 
year and seven months and I’m 
just entering my twentieth year 
on planet earth, Why do I men- 
tion my meager tenure both at 
the Catholic Worker and in this 
world. It is because of the 
realization that for anybody, 
let alone young people, to live 
in a house with seven other 
semi-permanent residents and 
as many as twenty temporary res- 
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idents is not natural, At least 
our society has made it such. 
With times getting as bad 
as they are economically, with 
our earth's resources running 
out, and with our stress on 
rugged individualism; we must 
convert or suffer needlessly. 
We must begin to live in com- 
munity, to practice gentle 
personalism and to accept our 
interdependence with one 


another. I have found that 
this type of lifestyle views 
human life as sacred. Gentle 
personalism enables us to 
appreciate the sanctity of 
human life, Perhaps this life- 
style will open our eyes to the 
wrongness of killing. 

What of we in Des Moines 
who are attempting to make 
community a “natural" way of 
life? Sharron has been busy 
teaching catechism to Asian 
children when she's not “doing" 
the mailing list. Dottie has 
been working with her children 
at the group home and laboring 
over this issue, Norman is 
involved with the farmers on 
the issue of foreclosure, He 
is as solid as a rock and the 
senior member of this community. 
Jim is the mature, stabilizing 
force in the community, who 
accompanies guests to the 
Social Services Dept, to help 
them navigate the bureaucratic . 
runaround, Patti has a part= 
time job and is planning to 
interview the Bishop regarding 
the Pastoral Letter on Disarm- 
ament. Watch for it in the 
next via pacist! David is our 
resident expert on homelessness, 
having lived on the streets of 
Washington, DC, for the winter 
prior to his joining us. Es 
is our handyman, currently he's 
trying to keep the truck from 
dying. I am working on the 
problem of homelessness on a 
slightly different level: 
trying to bring this “invisible" 
problem to the legislators, 
while I await further devel- 
opments on the registration 
issue, We had the pleasure 
of having Janette Funaro 
visit us and help out for 
a few weeks. Not only is she 
one of Grinnell College's 
premier language students, 
but she also excels at hospi- 
tality. She was instrumental 
in making our peace and justice 


center a real library, Thanks 
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The general aim of the Catholic 
Worker Movement is to realize in 
society(as well as the individual) 
the teachings of Christ, especially 
as found in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt, 5:3-7:27)and in the the call 
to solidarity with the needy(Matt. 
25:31-46). 

Before we can begin this task 
we have to examine our society as it 
is now, and see what we need to do 
to bring it into line with those 
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teachings. 

If we do this, we find that our 
society is unjust in the following 
ways: 

IN ECONOMICS--because the guiding 
principle is production for profit 
and because production determines 
needs. In addition, the labor of 
some maintains others in idleness. 
This non-producing class systemat- 
ically robs the workers of the 
wealth they have produced over and 
above what is needed for their bare 
maintenance, 

A just society would provide the 
necessities of life for everybody. 
The common good, rather than profit, 
would determine what would be 
produced. Furthermore, ‘the workers 
would control the fruits of their 
labor. "From each according to her 
or his ability, to each according 
to her or his need." 

IN PSYCHOLOGY--because capitalist 
society fails to consider the whole 
nature of the human being. Rather, 
it regards people solely as items in 
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the expense sheets of employers. 
Profit alone determines what kind 
of work they will do; hence the 
deadly routines of assembly lines, 
Women are placed on the lowest 
rungs of this ladder, whether as 
cheap labor or as sexual commodities 
and consumers of unnecessary articles. 
Because nurturing qualities are-less 
profitable than domineering ones, 
they are not allowed to shine forth. 

In a just society, the question 
would be whether a certain kind of 
work was in accord with human dig- 
nity and wholeness, not whether it 
would bring a profit. 

IN SOCIAL RELA TIONSHIPS—-—because 
capitalism is maintained by class 
warfare. Since the employer wants to 
buy labor as cheaply as possible, 
while the worker wants to sell the 
same labor as dearly as possible, 
there is an obvious conflict between 
them which can only be overcome when 
classes cease to exist. Furthermore, 
the employer class fosters division 
among people along lines other than 
purely economic ones, in order to 
maintain its dominance. 

Thus, races are pitted against one 
another, the old and children are 
kept out of sight, and lesbians and 
gay men are denied any status whatever 
by church and society. Throughout, 

men are dominant over women, The 
result is a violent society made 

even more so by the State's empha- 


_sis on implements of war instead 


of on human well-being. 

In a just society, there would 
be no classes. People would perform 
different functions, but there would 
no longer exist an employer/wage- 
earner relationship. We would rejoice 
in God's gifts, those given to us 
all to be shared, and those given to 
individuals and groups which demon- 
strate our infinite variety. 

IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATURE-— 
because it has strayed from the 
Biblical ideal of caring for natural 
resources rather than exploiting 
them for profit. In this we have 
failed to learn from thase who. 
preceded us on this continent. 

Our misuse of fertile agricultural 
land, our poisoning of the environ- 
ment, our selfish insistence on using 
up non-renewable resources, and in 
particular our folly in continuing 

to ignore the dangers of nuclear 
power (chiefly because of its inti- 
mate connection with the war industry) 
are grave offenses against God's 
creation. 

In a just society, human beings 
would live in harmony with the rest 
of nature, and all would join together 
in praise of their Creator. 

WE SEE THE GROWING NUMBER OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND POWER PLANTS AS 
THE CLEAREST SIGN OF THE DIRECTION 
OF OUR AGE. It is a denial of the 
right of people to life itself, and, 
by implication, a denial of God. 
There is a direct economic and moral 


-violations of justice and charity. 
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connection between the arms race and 
destitution, In the words of the 
Second Vatican Council, "The arms 
race is an utterly treacherous trap 
for humanity, and one which injures 
the poor to an intolerable degree.” 
We believe nuclear energy to be a 
demonic force which human beings have 
no right to use for any purpose, 

Neither the capitalist democracies; | 
the social democracies, nor the " 
bureaucratic centralist so-called 
socialist states pursue the common 
good, since as a consequence of their 
basic principles they either legally 
impose or economically support 


Each fosters the ever- 

power of the State; as a result, — 
there is a genuine lack of control 
over any consistent movement toward © 
even a human, much less a Christ- 
centered world. 

THEREFORE, TO ACHIEVE A JUST 
SOCIETY ACCORDING TO THE NORMS 
PROPOSED BY THE POPES AND GENERAL 
COUNCILS, WE ADVOCATE A COMPLETE 
REJECTION of the present social 
order and a non-violent revolution 
to establish an order more in accord 
with Christian truth, We envision a 
social order based on St, Thomas 
Aquinas' doctrine of the common good, 
in which the freedom and dignity of 
the whole person is fostered, and 
the good of each person is bound to 
the good of the whole community. 

This. can only be done by direct 
means, Since political means have 
failed, and will continue to fail, 
as a method for bringing about such 
a society. 

We believe, therefore, in PHRSONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, in the recessity for 
all of us to take on ourselves the 
task of changing conditions personally 


jin, 
\ 


{ 

YX © 
RNR 
S 


R. F. McGovern 


to whatever extent we can, By estab- 
lishing houses of hospitality, we 
take care of as many of those in need 
as we can by ourselves, rather than 
turning them over to the impersonal 
"charity' of the State. We do not do 
so to"patch up the wrecks of the 
capitalist system," but rather because 
there is always a shared responsibi- 
lity for injustice, and the call to 
minister to our sisters and brothers 
transcends any consideration of econ- 


RKER POSITIONS 


omics, Catholic tradition teaches us 
that what anyone possesses beyond 
basic necessities does not belong 
to him or her, but rather to those 
who are without it. 

We believe in COMMUNITY as a 
potent remedy for the isolation 
‘and spiritual destitution that is 
so common today. We try to live to- 


gether simply, striving for a 
voluntary poverty and dispossessing 
ourselves of superfluous goods, to 
bear witness against the consumerism 
of industrial society. We recall the 
early Christians, who lived in common 
and shared their goods, following 

St. Paul's instruction, "Let your 
abundance supply their want(2Cor. 
8:14)." We have both responsibilities 


and limits in our use of material 
possessions, Christ came to teach 


that the spirit of poverty is the 
way to the Kingdom(Luke 18:24-25), 
The freedom created by such a life 
can open up opportunities for personal 
liveration that serve as a basis for 
our efforts toward liberation on a 
larger scale(lJohn 2:15-17). 

We believe in SEPARATION from the 
present system so far as each is able, 
We reject the State, the parties and 


prisons, flags and armies that main- 
tain it, and its dehumanizing effects, 
such as mass production in industry 
and education, large hospitals, agri- 
business, and impersonal’ bureaucracies. 
We refuse to take part in the idolatry 
of “patriotic’ rituals, Instead, we 
favor the establishment of a DECEN-- 
TRALIZED pconomy based on the prin- 
ciple of free associations which will 
dispense with the State as we know 
ites 

We believe in WORKER CONTROL of 
the means of production and distri- 
‘bution, as distinct from nationaliz- 
ation, This is to be accomplished by 
decentralized cooperatives and the 
' elimination of a distinct employer 
class. It is revolution from below 
and not, as political revolutions 
are, from above. It calls for uni- 
versal ownership of property as a 
steppingstone to a CHRISTIAN COMMUNISM 
that will be in accord with the example 
| of the Apostles(Acts 2:42-47)and with 
the Christian teaching of detachment 


hy 


from»material goods, When realized, 
it will express itself in common 
control, and the concept of owner- 
ship as we know it will be meaning- 
less. 

We believe in the complete 
EQUALITY of all women and men as 
sisters and brothers created by 
a loving God. All prejudice is 
blasphemy; all injustice is sacri- 
lege, for God's image is incarnate 
in.us all, andJesus’ death on the 
Cross has redeemed us all(Gal, 3:28). 
We come to God freely or not at all 
and it is not the place of anyone or 
any institution to force any faith 
on anyone else. 

We believe further that the revo- 
lution that is to be pursued in our- 


Fritz Eichenberg 


selves and in society must be NON- 
VIOLENT, Otherwise it will proceed 
by force and use means that are evil 
and which will never be outgrown, 
They will then determine the end of 
the revolution, and that end will 


again be coercion and tyranny. We 
reject the use of evil means for 
any end whatsoever, for we believe 


_ that Christ went beyond natural 


ethics and the 01d Dispensation in 
matters of force and war and taught 
non-violence as a way of life(Matt, 
26:52). When we set ourselves against 
tyranny and injustice, we must do so 
by spiritual means and by non-cooper- 
ation, Refusal to pay taxes, refusal 
to register for the draft, refusal 

to take part in civil-defense drills, 
non-violent strikes, boycotts, and 
occupations, symbolic actions and 
prayer are all means that may be 

used in this pursuit of justice, We 
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must be prepared to suffer for the 
good of all, to take on suffering for 
others instead of inflicting it on 
them; but we may not demand of others 
suffering we are unwilling to under- 
take(John 15:13), 

We see this as an era of great 
doubt and anxiety. In response, we, 
as a lay movement, seek our strength 
and direction in CULT, the beauty of 
regular prayer and liturgy; in CULTURE, 
the study of Scripture and of the tradi- 
tion and teaching of the Church and 
applying them to the modern condition, 
and the indoctrination of others with 
the fruit of our study; and CULTIVA- 
TION, manual labor so as to keep our 
study from becoming idle speculation, 
Thus nourished and directed, our 
efforts to perform our duty as 
Christians range widely, from feeding 
the hungry to occupying military sites, 

We believe that success, as the 
world determines it, is not the 
criterion by which a movement should 
be judged(Rom, 12:2). We must be 
prepared to face seeming failure. 
The most important thing is that we 
adhere to Christian values, which 
transcend time. On the last day we 
will be asked for an accounting, not 
as to whether those values succeeded, 
as the world judges success (though 
we hope and trust that they will), 
but as to whether we remained true 
to them, even against the world. 
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BLOCKADE TRIALS 


by David Stein 


Recap of Events 


Oct, 27- 21 are arrested on 
federal property outside U.S. 
Courthouse before the trial of 
Gary Eklund for refusal to reg- 
ister for the draft. All but 
Frank Cordaro are released on 
signature bond, Frank is not 
charged, but taken to Omaha to 
face other charges, 

Nov. 23- Arraignments on charge 
of obstructing justice. 19 plead 
"not guilty." Lou de Benedette 
pleads "guilty," : 
Jan, ll- Date for commencement 
of trial. Defendents are given 
chance to plead guilty to lesser 
charge, Fourteen accept the 
plea bargain and receive small 
fines or community service and 
probation, Larry Carter, Tom 
Jackson, Richard Kramer, Sally 
Krisel, and John Shiel choose 
to go to trial on the original 
charge. Trial lasts three days. 
Jan. 14- All five defendents 
are convicted. 

“Everything in this world 
revolves around either fear or 
trust. Ultimately the choice 
is up to us... Challenging 
fear with trust is the only 
ball game in town. Civil 
disobedience is one way (but 
only one) to play that game. 
C.D, is not a tool, it is not 
a technique, it is a foolish 
act of faith, Miracles do 
happen." --Kent Hoffman of the 
Los Angeles Catholic Worker, 
writing on civil disobedience, 


chebebeierl= 
Five people chose to place 

their trust in a jury in Des 
Moines, For the better part 
of three days, the jury, who 
had stated in the process of 
their selection that they had 
never heard of the Catholic 
peace movement, nor had they 
heard of the Friends and 
Mennonite churches and their 


pacifist beliefs, nor did they 
have any opinions on draft 
registration; were given a 
tour through the minds and 
activities of five civil dis- 
obedients. 

The defense, seeking to 
prove that the accused did not 
"intend to impede, interfere 
with, or obstruct the adminis- 
tration of justice...intend to 
influence a judge, juror, 
witness, or court officer..." 
produced bountiful evidence 
that they did, in fact, take 
careful precautions not to 
impede or influence the court, 
even when they had the oppor- 
tunity to do so, The five 
defendents testified on the 
real motivations behind their 
actions, the planning and the 
meetings preceding the arrests, 
and the nature of their lives 
and work, 


It became obvious that the 
prosecution had no case whatso- 
ever to prove that the defen- 
dents acted to impede or 
influence the court, Instead, 
U.S, Attorney George Murray 
concentrated on repeating the 
fact that the protesters knew 
they would be arrested when 
they occupied federal property. 
The actual charge was rarely 
referred to, however, the 
implicit message was that when 
one knowingly invites arrest, 
one is guilty of whatever 
charge the government can 
concoct, accurate or not, In 
a final low blow, Murray 
called the larger group of 
demonstrators a "mob" and said, 
"you never know what a mob is 
going to do," 
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After approximately nine 
hours of deliberation, the jury | 
returned with a verdict of 
"guilty." They simply could 
not let a group of anti-draft 
protesters get off scot-free, 
‘Was the careful defense all in | 
vain? The fact that the jury 
took so long to reach their 
verdict indicates much thought 
and struggle on their part. 
Surely they were confronted _ 
with some concepts they may 
never have given much thought 

to before. If a seed of 
reflection and challenge was 
planted in them, the judge, 
the marshals, the spectators, 
‘or even the prosecutor, then 
a foolish act of faith was 
not in vain, + 


[Eds, note: On Feb, l, Sally 
Krisel, Tom Jackson, John Shiel, 
Richard Kramer, and Larry _ 
Carter received sentences to 
perform 40 hours of community 
service and six months" pro- 
bation, however, the judge, 
Magistrate Longstaff, indicated 
that he would dismiss the 
remainder of the probation 

time once the community 
service was completed. ] + 


“Deliver us, Lord, from the fear of the enemy.” That is one of 
the lines in the Psalms, and we are not asking God to deliver us 
from enemies, but from the fear of them. Lowe casts out fear, but 
we have to get over the fear in order to get close enough to love 


them. 


There is plenty to do, for each one of us, working in our own 


hearts, changing our own attitudes, in our own- neighborhoods. 
If the Just man falls seven times daily, we each one of us fall more 
than that in thought, words, and deed. Prayer and fasting, taking 
up our own cross daily and following Him, doing penance, these 


are the hard words of the Gospel. 


. .. Since there is no time with God, we are all one, all one 
body, Chinese, Russians, Vietnamese, and He has commanded us 


to love one another. 


“A new commandment I give, that you love others As I have 
loved you,” wot to the defending of your life, but to the laying 


down of your life. 
A hard saying. 


“Love is indeed a harsh and dreadful thing” to ask of us, of 
each one of us, but itis the only answer, 
Dorothy Day 
“On Pilgrimage,” January, 1967 


page 8 


reFl ectio S 


by Norman Searah 


When I was in high school 
I had the opportunity to work 
on a dairy farm for awhile, 

It was a good learning exper- 
ience for me although it was 
somewhat of a nightmare for 
the rest of the family to live 
with the aroma of the farm 
that I brought home with me, 

This experience may never 
happen for many people because 
American farm families are 
losing their farms. Ina 
Similar manner, American 
Indians are losing their homes 
and culture and the independent 
truckers in America are losing 
their livelihood. What can we 
do to help these people? Some 
of the usual suggestions include 
writing letters to local 
officials and legislators in 
Washington, DC, and signing 
petitions. 

An alternative to these 
methods is to bring the problem 
to the churches, not only to 
the priest or minister, but 
also to the people. Present 
the concern to them and urge 
them to act on it together, 

By working together as a part 
of a community effort, the 
individuals may be able to feel 
more powerful, to feel they 

_ have some control over the 
situation in which they find 
themselves, j 

Projects may be under- 
taken to address a particular 
needs form a food pantry at 
neighborhood church; form a 
volunteer labor pool- ie, folks 
who can give their time to help 
out other people with work that 
needs to be done-planting, 
harvesting, plumbing, repairing 
anything; begin to utilizea 
barter system; take part in 
demonstrations to show support 
for those persons or groups 
who are working for causes 
which are beneficial to groups 
like the farmers, Indians, 
truckers, etc. 


The time has come when we 
all need to mite with each 
other to support each other in 
our common struggle to survive. 
With faith, hope, love and 
understanding, we can work 
together for a better future 
for all of us. “For it is 
in giving that we receive." 


“Too WRAPPED UP IN 


THEIR, OWN Country 
TO SEE EAcn OTHER 


AS pEOpLE \\ 


WHY NOT BE A BEGGAR? 


God wants us to be our 
brother's keeper. To feed the 
hungry, to clothe the naked, 
to shelter the homeless, to 
instruct the ignorant, ata 
personal sacrifice, is what 
God wants us to do. 


What we give to the poor for 


Christ's sake is what we carry 
with us when we die. 


As Jean Jacques Rousseau says: 


"When man dies he carries in 
his clutched hands only that 
which he has given away." 
People who are in need and 

are not afraid to beg give to 
people not in need the occasion 
to do good for goodness’ sake. 
Modern society calls the beggar 
bum and panhandler and gives 
him the bum's rush. The Greeks 
used to say that people in need 
are the ambassadors of the gods, 


We read in the Gospel; 


"As long as you did it to one of 


WHAT THE .CATHOLIC WORKER BELIE 


The Catholic Worker believes 
in the gentle personalism 
of traditional Catholicism, 
The Catholic Worker believes 
in the personal obligation 
of looking after the neéds 
of our brother. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in the daily practice 

of the Works of Mercy. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in Houses of Hospitality 
for the immediate relief 

of those who are in need. 
The Catholic Worker believes 
in the establishment 

of Farming Communes 

where each one works 
according to his ability 
and gets 

according to his need. 

The Catholic Worker believes 
in creating a‘new society 
within the shell of the old 
with the philosophy of the ney 
which is not a new philosophy 
but a very old philosophy, 

a philosophy so old 

that it looks like new. 


--Peter Maurin 


[Eds. notes: this year, as in 
past years, we will be attempt 
our own experiment in ed 
Universities at St. Birgitta's 
Farming Community near Milo, A 
We are in need of courageous 
and adventurous souls who wish 
to participate in such an 
experiment. There is one acre 
of land for use as a garden as 
well as the former rectory of 
St. Mary of Perpetual Help “to 
living quarters. In return fo 
this, residents of the farming 
community are responsible for 
mowing the grounds and cemeta 
of the church which is located 
next to the old rectory. As 
the “farm” is located approxi- 
mately one hour S.E. of Des 
Moines, it would behoove one 
to have some form of trans- 
portation if considering 


becoming a part of this 


my brothers, you did it to me." 
While modern society calls the 
beggars bums and panhandlers, 
they are in fact the Ambassadors 
of God. To be God's Ambassador - 
is something to be proud of, 4 


community. 

For further information 
contact the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker Community, 
PO Box 4551, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50306, 


--Peter Maurin (515) 243-0765 =f 
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by Barb Katt 


When a program came on 
television about the poverty 
and oppression of women in the 
third world countries, and the 
film footage turned to starving 
children, the channel was 
quickly changed to a football 
game, I picked up my food tray 
and returned it to the cart from 
whence it came. Over seventy 
percent of the poor people in 
this world are women, and it is 
hard on the outside, and hard 
on the inside. A baby is to be 
born to a woman while in jail. 
She gives birth while hand- 
cuffed to an iron hospital bed. 
Another woman has a painful 
miscarriage while alone in her 
cell. We are prisoners first 
and women second, and prison 
tries to push us back into 
being objects. 

We are anomalies, lacking 
depth and historical under- 
standing. That the judge or 
jailer could learn from us is 
incomprehensible; that they 
could consider the penal 
system with healthy skepticism 
is unlikely. In its careless- 
ness, the state has lost its 
moral certitude, 

My conscience is at peace 
because what I said and did 
was in the interest of a more 
just world, As I fall asleep 
these nights I remember singing 
with my friends, "slept like a 
baby in a jail cell,..." Yet 
based on my brief experiences 
with confinement, I must say 
this is an absurd institution. 
Its sole purpose is to remove 
from society those people who 
have threatened the “masters." 
It neither punishes nor rehab- 
| ilitates. Nor does it serve 
as an example, Countless 
people leave the institution 
with the same values they had 
when they entered, and return 
to the same lives they once 
lived, Their confinement did 
not increase or diminish the 
security of society one bit as 
| long as ideals remain intact. 


After three weeks in a 
county jail, it was clear that 
| people cannot be -judged by 
| what they do while in the 
sight of others; they are what 
they are within themselves. 
The relationships which grew 
during those three weeks were 
a rigorous education, The 
frightening reality of trials 
in progress did not allow us 
the luxury of abstract debate. 
We ate, slept, breathed our 
judges, our actions, our 
families, our futures. We 
examined violence and non- 
violence, assertiveness, 
oppression and suffering. We 
comforted each other through 
the suffocating silence and 
worry. We waited until we- 
knew the patterns in the rug, 
until we had read all’ the 
magazines, until we knew each 
other as intimately as one 
might know oneself, When 
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nothing depends upon your 
action, all you can do is wait 
in silence. There is no chance 
to change the basic situation. 

The opportunity is to rise 
daily to the tasks of overcoming 
impotence and momentary 
depression, smiling in the face 
of suffering, nurturing a will 
t@ love in yourself and in 
those around you. 

KEKKKK 

Then, at 4 AM one day, I 
was awakened and taken by U.S. 
Marshals on a commercial flight 
to a Level I Federal Corrections 
Institute in Texas. There was 
no chance to say good bye to 
the women who had shared their 
lives with me so briefly; they 
woke up and I was gone. I was 
being chauffeured around the 
skies of Kansas in belly chains 
and handcuffs, with double- 
chinned men in suits reading 
the paper. The cloud cover was 
solid and way below us; like 
film footage I've seen, I kept 
imagining the clouds rolling 
back as a mushroom cloud 
ascended. 


At first, I was impressed 
with my new surroundings, 
particularly the increased 
visiting rights and access to 
the out-of-doors. Yet as I 
come to know this prison as I 
had come to know the county 
jails, I find myself resisting 
the regime to which I am 
subjected, Certainly, medical 
attention is "voluntary" here, 
but refusal to take an intake 
chest x-ray results in one's 
going to “the hole." Impatience 
builds to an intolerable level; 
wait for each meal, your mail, 
your job assignment, the equip- 
ment-to do the job, approval 
once the job is completed, 
permission to leave the living 
unit, wait to purchase stamps, 
to see a counselor, to get a 
newspaper, to use a phone. Six 
to eight hours a day are taken 
up with the assigned jobs and 
waiting. Impatience and idle- 
ness are the two biggest 
barriers to a productive. 
confinement. The two go 
together with lines and waiting. 


thoughts on women and confinement 


Thankfully, there is a 
well of anger hidden inside the 
gentlest person, to break the 
heavy-hearted feeling of 
impotence, so that one can wait 
some more. Prison rhythm can 
take on the same intensity and 
creativity as life on the out- 
side. My time in jail is not 
a hiatus from my life, it is 
an inevitable continuation of 
it, and it is affecting a trans- 
formation in me, Many things 
lose the value they once had; 
new thoughts make a new person. 
Love survives even in here, I 
know! 

ineaHe 

We would do well to 
examine our prisons and jails. 
One in every 352 people in 
this country is incarcerated. 

"yet to shame the wise, 
God has chosen what the world 
counts folly, and to shame what 
is strong, God has chosen what 
the world counts weakness. 

She has chosen things low and 


-contemptible, mere.nothings, ._- 


to overthrow the existing 
order. And so there is no 


place for human pride in the 
presence of God." 
(I Cor. 1227-29) ots 


Barb Katt 
Women's General 
3150 Horton Road 
Ft. Worth(less) 
Texas 76119 
January 18, 1983 


front left: Bill Douglas 
front rights John LaForge 
back lefts Frank Cordaro 
back right: John Hutchens 


LETTERS FROM PRISON LETTERS FROM PRISON 


Jan. 18, 1983 


Dear Friends, 


Happy New Year from the 
geographic center of the 
contiguous U.S.A. That is 
what I'm told Leavenworth, 
Kansas, is. When the Federal 
government decided to build 
a Federal penitentiary here 
over 100 years ago, they had 
Leavenworth'’s future in mind. 
Back in the old days, when a 
man was released from here he 
was issued a horse and food- 
stuffs and sent on his way. 

Some things haven't 
changed; Leavenworth is still 
the center of the contiguous 
U.S.A. and the ominous walls 
which surround the maximum 
security joint still keep men 
separated from the larger 
society. Luckily, the four of 
us SAC protesters are doing 
our time at the Federal Prison 
Camp, just outside the walls 
of the maximum joint. Both 
Bill Douglas and John Hutchens, 
my partners in sign painting, 
are here along with John LaForge, 
who was sentenced to three 
months last December 14, before 
the Honorable Judge Peck. 
Judge Peck is the man who gets 
his prophets mixed up with 
the profits of SAC, 

The Camp is a level I 
facility-—-lowest level security 
prison in the Federal system. 
There are no bars, walls, or 
fences, We have a great deal 
of relative freedom here. The 
building is open to us 24 hours 
a day and we are able to walk 
the grounds during daylight 
hours. The four of us see 
each other daily, usually 
eating together, We sleep in 
dorms set up like barracks, 
with 40 men in each. We have 
a gym, weight room, three TV 
rooms, ceramics shop, barber 
shop, law library, laundry 
room, and pool room. There 
is an outdoor track, tennis 
court, horseshoes, and a bocci 
ball court! God Bless the 
mafia. There are movies every 
weekend. The biggest hit so 
far has been "Rocky III", 

The prison population is 
an interesting mix, About 50% 
of the people here are illegals 
from Mexico. Most of them 
only speak Spanish, They will 
be kept here for a few months 
then be deported back to 
Mexico, The language barrier 
is the biggest obstacle for me, 
As a result of the language 
differences and racial feelings, 
there are really two prison 
populations, The rest of the 
prison population is made up 
of Black and White drug 
offenders and big money 
swindlers, Of course there 
are a few Italian-looking guys 
thrown in just to lend spice 
to the pot, In all, they are 
a mellow sort of crowd, 


LETTERS FROM PRISON LETTERS FROM PRISON 


The place is a low- 
pressure facility, Most every— 
one has a work assignment, 

Bill Douglas is working in the 
Tick Factory--part of the 
larger Mattress Factory run by 
the Camp, John Hutchens 
ironically is our dorm orderly. 
He is in chargé of keeping the 
dorm clean, Having lived with 
John at the Catholic Worker, I 
know this newfound skill will 
serve him well in the years 

to come. Tomorrow I try my 
hand at kitchen duty--washing 
dishes. The two benefits of 
this job are that you can work 
out during the day and that 
you get first shot at the food, 
In my case these benefit will 
probably offset each other, 
John LaForge has not been 
assigned, He probably will not 
get a permanent assignment as 


he was the last to arrive but 
will be the first to leave in 
our group--a short hitter. 

Our spirits are good, 
Time here is so much better 
than time served in Douglas 
County Jail. My personal 
health has improved 100% since 
I got here. I'm working ‘out 
six times a week. I will be | 
the last let go from here, My 
release date is May 1. Great 
timing, the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Catholic Worker movement. 
By then I hope to be back in 
pre-Catholic Worker shape; 
physically ready to conquer the 
world but much wiser, knowing 
I can’t. Do keep us in your 
prayers and write. Our address 
is: LVC/PO Box 1000, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas 66048, 


Peace, 
Frank Cordaro 
11267-047 


Douglas County Jail 
Omaha, Nebraska 
December 26, 1982 


There was a new jail 
house in a typical town, It 
Was equipped with modern 
facilities which enticed the 
imaginations of its prisoners 
but which were often the 
objects of ridicule by the 


town’s more propertied citizens. 


The majority of the people 
kept in the jail were members 
of racial minorities, and also 
of the lowest of economic 
classes, For these reasons, 
the more well-heeled community 
members sometimes voiced 
indignation about the avail- 
ability, in the new jail, of 
such burdens on the local 
property tax payer as decent 
food, heat, lighting, bedding, 
reading material, exercise 
space and medical attention, 
Since the vast majority of of- 
fenders held there were not 
accustomed to regular meals, 


~share-holders before the jail 


guaranteed heat, secure housing 
or decent health care, perhaps 
=--warned the town's Mothers and 
Fathers-—-the prisoners, upon 
release, would grow agitated 
and dangerous after returning 

to the impoverished surroundings 
from which they were taken, 
What better way to secure the 
material wealth of the typical 
town-argued its owners and 


was built--than to keep its 
existence secret from the need 
of the unworthy? 

Fortunately for the jailed 
women and men, near—-humane 
treatment was instituted as 
the goal in spite of continued 
objections by the fearful, It 
was exchanged for the guaran-' 
teed continuation of the 
building’s primary practice, 
ie punishment via deprivation 
of freedom of movement and 
institutionalized dehumani- 
zation. 

As is the custom, the 
liberty and humanity of the 
interned were forcibly denied 
and subtly insulted, respect- 
ively, in that new jail. 

Heavy doors and small windows, 
if-any, demarcated the inmates’ 
territory. Arbitrarily 
enforced rules of behavior 
attacked the personalities of 
the condemed. Over time, the 
incarcerated grew accustomed 
to constrained movement, 
hindrances being obviously un- } 
assailable, But verbal assaults 
upon the personal integrity of 
the policed, vicious and pene- 
trating though they may be, 
were helplessly unable to 
challenge the individual's 
self-respect. It's an old and 
widely unlearned lesson, but, 
like all jails before, it had 
failed to come to terms with 
the power of the human spirit 
and its capacity for tolerance, 
especially among the poor, 

The strength of this spirit 
cannot be put down or locked 

up by psychological bullying 

or material force in spite of 
innumerable attempts. Indeed 
it is to this same spirit and 
its undying force that we owe 


what little betterment in 
human relations has survived 


our meannesSSe« 


Peace, 
John LaForge 


page 11 


TITAS) 
See s'=as 
rT f/ & 


EEEDING THE POOR 


In the first 
centuries of 
Christianity 

the hungry were fed 
at a personal 
sacrifice, 

the naked were clothed 
at a personal 
sacrifice, 

the homeless were 
sheltered ata 
personal sacrifice. 
And because the poor 
were fed, clothed 
and sheltered at a 
personal sacrifice, 
the pagans used to 
say about the 
Christians 

"See how they love 
each other," 

In our own day 

the poor are no 
longer fed, clothed 
and sheltered ata 
personal sacrifice 
but at the expense 
of the taxpayers. 
And because the poor 
are no longer 

fed, clothed and 
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